Freedom of Expression, Belief and Assembly: The Banning of Protests Outside of Abortion Clinics in Australia.
This article considers the phenomenon of safe access zone laws in Australia that seek to prohibit certain activities that occur outside abortion facilities during protests. While they are characterised as a reasonable reaction to concerns that certain activities may harm women and infringe their rights to privacy and security, such laws do so at the expense of the protesters' right to freedom of political communication and cover activities such as sidewalk counselling and praying. This article critically examines the content and scope of these laws in each jurisdiction, identifies recent cases involving prosecutions for violations of safe access zone laws and considers the impact of the implied freedom of political communication on their constitutional validity in light of recent High Court decisions.